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the band. Within a fortnight I possessed a band of forty-two
performers.

No one who took part in the War did not acquire some
proficiency in " scrounging/3 " getting/5 <c making," and other
similar acts allied with the war-time legality, both moral and
legal, of stealing. My act itself has been described as the biggest
ramp of the War. At any rate as a conjuring trick, that is the
art of producing something instantaneously without being
detected, it probably rivals any other similar trick performed
during the War.

Later my band was honoured by a command performance
before His Majesty King George at Lovie Chateau on the occasion
of his visit to the 2nd Army in June 1918, and again it played
by command before Their Majesties the King and Qpeen of
the Belgians in July 1918 at 2nd Army Headquarters. Their
Majesties personally autographed the band programme, one
of my treasured souvenirs, and Lord Plumer wrote " Wishes
to convey to you his congratulations on the excellent per-
formance of your band on the occasion of the visit of Their
Majesties the King and Queen of the Belgians. The programme
was much appreciated by Their Majesties."

While in this Sector, I organized a gymkhana and boxing
tournament to which all were invited ; and in perfect weather
we produced a tournament, attended by several thousands^
which rivalled in its excitement anything shown by Tex Rickard
or any of the modern super-fisticuff producers. We possessed
no Camera, but my chief shoeing-smith had an arm like an anvil
and he slew all comers.

We were bombed unmercifully from the air by night. A most
nerve-racking proceeding. I slept in a grave eight feet by four,
raised on wooden boards. I was quite safe in this unless a
torpedo made a direct hit, in which case it would not matter and
there would be no necessity for grave-digging. All very con-
venient ; and after a night or two, despite the noise, I slept quite
soundly.

During the minor operations on the I4th July, 1918, in which
we co-operated, twenty-nine prisoners of the 5th and 8th Com-
panies, 166th Infantry Regiment, of the 3ist Division, were
captured. This Division is recruited in the Rhineland Province,
in which is situated Cologne^ one of the most beautiful cathedral
cities in the world. -

Upon these prisoners, almost without exception, were found